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centre. What, however, was historically decisive was that the
reformed empire, as the result of a great decentralization of
civil administration, the creation of mobile armies and the
restoration of the rule of law, gave Europe another century of
comparative order. The new rural economy gained strength,
and the Christian Church came to maturity as an institution
within the framework but not subject to the direction of the
state. Freed from external restraints the energy of the Christian
bishops and preachers turned outward. The third century had
seen in the writings of Tertullian the beginnings of the literary
and intellectual tradition of Latin Christianity and the sub-
stantial conversion to Christianity of the Roman provinces of
Asia and Egypt. Outside the Roman Empire, Christianity was
well established among the Gothic tribes across the Danube
frontier, and in Armenia and Edessa it had become the official
state religion by the end of the century. The fourth and fifth
centuries saw the establishment of monasticism in its western
form and a great development of missionary activity. Three
Romano-British noblemen, known to history as St. Patrick,
St. Illtud, and St. Ninian, all trained in the newly founded
monasteries of southern France, converted the Irish, the Welsh,
and the Picts of south-west Scotland. Celtic Christianity, so-
called, was the creation of Romano-British missionaries educated
in Gaul and acting under the direct orders of Rome. When
Rome was sacked by Alaric in A.D. 410 the leader of the Goths
was a Christian who had been a Roman general.

It was thanks to Roman Christianity, and its organized
government consciously fulfilling its mission to teach all nations,
that some measure of civilization and of organized living
survived the collapse of the empire in the west and lived on
through the Dark Ages. The barbarians who came to rule in
France, Italy, and Spain were mainly Arian heretics, not
Christians of the Roman discipline but the Roman hierarchy
survived. There was no challenge to the power or authority of
ths papacy, and the sons and grandsons of the first generation
of the conquerors came to accept the discipline and the doctrine
of Rome, Only in Britain were the invaders pagan barbarians
mttouched by civilization. Within a century of the departure
of the Roman legions from Britain the Anglo-Saxons had secured